
In a century that will be remembered foremost for its science and 
technology – in particular for our ability to understand and then harness 
the forces of the atom and the universe – one person stands out as both 
the greatest mind and paramount icon of our age: the kindly, 
absentminded professor whose wild halo of hair, piercing eyes, engaging 
humanity and extraordinary brilliance made his face a symbol and his 
name a synonym for genius: Albert Einstein. 

The Einstein Calendar 
First,  wish you and your loved ones good health and all happiness in the 
New Year. I have tried to make a calendar with photographs of Albert 
Einstein who, in 1999, was named TIME  magazine's Person of the 
Century. Describing the Person of the Century, Walter Isaacson wrote  

The first photograph is with Rabindra Nath Tagore for whom also I have 
tremendous respect  – not just for his wonderful writings and 
compositions but for his human values, compassion and philanthropy.  
                                                                                          Ajoy Ghatak 
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The most beautiful experience we can experience is the 
mysterious. It is the source of all true art and science. . .    

                                                                      Albert Einstein (see Ref. 1) 

Einstein with Rabindranath 
Tagore, during their conversation 
on July 14, 1930  at  Berlin.  Republic Day    

Saraswati       
Puja  

Vivekananda 
birthday  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/7/7e/Tagore-einstein2.jpg


(a) The photograph was taken in Santa Barbara in 1933. On 5th  
February 1930, Einstein had written to his younger son Eduard 

Life is like riding a bicycle.To keep your balance you must keep moving. 

In 1919, when Einstein and Mileva got divorced, the greatest impact 
was probably on Eduard and he went into frequent depressions. 
Eduard, who was extremely good in studies, developed serious mental 
illness and in 1965, he died alone under miserable conditions in a 
Zurich asylum. (b) A 1914 photograph of Mileva (when she had 
separated from Einstein) with Eduard and Hans Albert. 
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http://z.about.com/d/physics/1/0/R/0/-/-/AlbertEinsteinbike.jpg
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(a) House in Ulm where Einstein was 
born; in USA his date of birth is written 
as 3/14/1879 and since π ≈ 3.14 , it is 
also known as Pi Day. The house was 
destroyed during World War II.  
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In 1929 Einstein had said The city of birth will be as much a unique part of 
your life as your descent from your mother.  

(b) Cover of a beautiful book by my good friend Barry Casper  ̶- we were 
together at Cornell during 1960-63. Just  after Einstein’s 72nd  birthday 
celebration at Princeton, he was pestered by the press for photographs. He 
got irritated and got his tongue out and Arthur Sasse took this photograph 
which eventually became an icon of Einstein in his later years. One of the 
original signed prints of  the photograph was sold in 2009 for $74,324.   

(a)                                (b) 



Einstein died on April 18, 1955. According to the death certificate, the 
cause of the death was “Rupture of  Arteriosclerotic Aneurysm of 
Abdominal Aorta”. While on his deathbed in April 1955, Einstein 
refused surgery and said   It is tasteless to prolong life artificially. I 
have done my share, it is time to go. I will do it elegantly. After 
Einstein’s death, his step-daughter Margot wrote to Hedi Born (wife 
of Professor Max Born):  
He awaited his end as an imminent natural phenomenon. As fearless 
as he had been all his life, so he faced death humbly and quietly. He 
left this world without sentimentality or regrets.  
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  Einstein died 
on 18April1955  

  Good Friday 
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Budh Purnima 

Cartoon downloaded from the internet; drawing by an unknown artist.  
Robert Schulmann has written Repeatedly, at moments of personal 
moral crisis, especially in his relations with women, Einstein sought 
refuge in a philosophical denial of free will, moral agency, and thus 
personal moral responsibility. It was this that lay at the heart of his 
ruthless pursuit of a divorce from Mileva in 1919, of the flippant 
reference to his irresponsibility as a father for his frequently callous 
treatment of his two sons, and of his affairs with a number of women 
while married to his second wife Elsa, from whom he hid nothing.  
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Photograph of the bronze statue of Albert Einstein on the 
grounds of the National Academy of Sciences in Washington, DC, 
USA. Near the statue, there is a description of the Einstein 
Memorial which reads as 

No more appropriate memorial could stand on the grounds of the 
National Academy of Sciences than one honoring Albert Einstein. 
It commemorates centennial of the birth of a scientist whose 
work led to a new understanding of this world 
 
Photograph courtesy: Professor Vengu Lakshminarayanan   
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the third equation E=mc2 tells us that matter can be converted to 
energy and vice versa. Using E=mc2, we find that our Sun loses about 4 
billion kg of mass every second; in comparison, in the Hiroshima 
explosion about half a gram of matter was converted to energy (Ref. 4). 

Image on  the right shows the paper that is on the left hand of the 
bronze statue of Albert Einstein. Engraved are 3 equations:  
the first equation describes Einstein’s  General Theory of Relativity;  
the second equation describes the Photoelectric effect (for which 
Einstein received the 1921 Nobel Prize in Physics); and 

The 2nd and 3rd equations were put forward by Einstein in his Year of 
Miracles (1905) when he was working at the Swiss Patent office. 
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(a) Top: Statue of Albert Einstein at Frankfurt airport; below the right 
hand of Einstein is a book which has the title E=mc2. Photograph 
courtesy: Arjun Ghatak. Bottom: The equation E=mc2 is so admired that 
young children would often wear T-shirts displaying Einstein and his 
famous  equation E=mc2. Photographs courtesy Kamayani Ghatak.   

(b) In 1921, Einstein was in New York. When Einstein was on his way to 
City Hall, large crowds gathered to have a glimpse of Einstein. Walter 
Isaacson (in Ref. 2) has written The world had never before seen, and 
perhaps never will again, such a scientific celebrity superstar. And this 
was before Einstein got the Nobel Prize. 
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Einstein with 
Jawaharlal Nehru at 
Princeton. Photograph 
courtesy: Dr Rajendra 
Prasad, Jawaharlal 
Nehru Memorial 
Foundation, New 
Delhi. 

In  a speech entitled THE WAR IS WON, BUT PEACE IS NOT delivered on 
10th December 1945 (about 4 months after the two atom bombs) Einstein 
had said We helped in creating this new weapon in order to prevent the 
enemies of mankind from achieving it ahead of us, which, given the 
mentality of the Nazis, would have meant inconceivable destruction and 
the enslavement of the rest of the world. We delivered this weapon into 
the hands of the American and the British people as trustees of the whole 
of mankind, as fighters for peace and liberty. But so far we fail to see any 
guarantee of peace, we do not see any guarantee of the freedoms that 
were promised to the nations in the Atlantic Charter. The war is won, but 
the peace is not ...  
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Mahatma Gandhis 
birthday 

Einstein was a great admirer of Mahatma Gandhi; on Gandhi’s 70th 
birthday (October 2, 1939), Einstein had written,  
A victorious fighter who has always scorned the use of force; a man of 
wisdom and humility, armed with resolve and inflexible consistency, who 
has devoted all his strength to the uplifting of his people and the 
betterment of their lot; a man who has confronted the brutality of 
Europe with the dignity of the simple human being, and thus at all times 
risen superior. Generations to come will scarce believe that such a one as 
[Gandhi] ever in flesh and blood walked upon this earth.  

Snapshot of Einstein's home from the NETFLIX 
movie on EINSTEIN  AND THE BOMB; the 
photo on the left is Einstein with his wife Elsa 
and Charlie Chaplin, the one at the center is of 
Michael Faraday and on the right is that of 
Mahatma Gandhi. Photo taken by Ajoy Ghatak 
from the TV.  

Mahalaya  
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Einstein had said  
If something is in me which can be called religious then it is the 
unbounded admiration for the structure of the world …. About 
God, I cannot accept any concept based on the authority of the 
Church. As long as I can remember, I have resented mass 
indoctrination. I do not believe in the fear of life, in the fear of 
death, in blind faith. I cannot prove to you that there is no personal 
God, but if I were to speak of him, I would be a liar. I do not believe 
in the God of theology who rewards good and punishes evil…..    

In his Princeton 
study 

Walking to his 
Princeton office 

Guru Nanak 
Birthday  



Einstein in his office at Princeton. Two weeks after Elsa’s death 
in 1936, he wrote to his son Hans Albert:  
 But as long as I am able to work I must not and will not 
 complain, because work is the only thing which gives 
 substance to life. 
Later he had said:   
 I lived in that solitude which is painful in youth, but 
 delicious in the years of maturity ... 
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About the Einstein blackboard at Oxford.  
Photograph courtesy: Professor Vengu Lakshminarayanan. 
  



artifact. Every year, thousands of people go there just to see the 
blackboard to get a feel for Einstein. My son (Amitabh) took me 
to Oxford just to see the blackboard; unfortunately the 
photograph taken by me was not as good as the one above 
taken by Professor Vengu Lakshminarayanan. Einstein, using 
observations of Hubble, estimates for the density of matter in 
the universe   ̴ 10−26 g/cm3,  for the radius of the 
cosmos    ̴ 108 light-years and  for the time-span of the cosmic 
expansion    ̴ 1010 years – as displayed on the blackboard.  

This is the blackboard which has been 
preserved from the second lecture of 
Einstein on 16May1931. The 
blackboard is preserved as a rare link 
to the genius, capturing his work on 
the expanding universe with unique 
equations, making it a revered 



I always greatly enjoy reading Einstein quotes and looking at his 
photographs – try to understand his thoughts on many facets of life. I 
thought by making this calendar, I will share a few of the Einstein 
beautiful quotes and photographs with my friends and relatives …  in 
fact, when I had completed the calendar, I wished a year had more 
months! Maybe, I will put together a few quotes that were left behind  –  
for the 2027 Calendar – if I am still around!  
                                                                                                          Ajoy Ghatak 
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